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Fanique bifrontis imago. Virg.. i 
; : ? 


S the appointed time of our publication 
now happens to fall on New-year’s-day, 





I cannot open the bufinefs of the year 
with a better grace, than by taking the 
prefent hour for. the fubject of, this paper: 
a fubje&, which pleafes me the more, as it alfo gives me 
an opportunity’ of paying my readers the compliments 
of the’ feafon, and moft fincerely withing them all ¢ 
happy new year, and a great many of them... But in order 
to make thefe civilities of more confequence than a bare 















compliment, I will alfo endeavour to give them a little 


Vou. Il. Qaqq wholefome 
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wholefome advice, by which they may be moft likely to 
enfure to themfelves that happinefs, and to go through 
the enfuing year with eafe and tranquility. 

No God in the heathen Pantheon was exprefied by 
properer emblems, or more fignificantly reprefented, 
than ‘fanus, whom we may fairly ftile, in our language, 
the God of the New Year. The medals on which the 
image of this Deity was engraved bore two faces, not 
ogling each other like thofe on the thillings of Philip and 
Mary, nor cheek by jowl like the double vifage on the 
coin of William and Mary, but turned from each other, one 
looking forwards, as it were, into futurity, and the other 
taking a retrofpective view of what was paft. There can- 
not furely be devifed a ftronger, or more fenfible leffon 
of moral inftruction, than this figure teaches us. This 
double view comprehends in itfelf the fum of human 
prudence; for the moft perfect reafon can go no higher 
than wifely to guefs at the future, by reflecting on the 
paft; and morality is never fo likely to perfevere in a 
fteady and uniform courfe, as when it fets out with a 
fix’d determination of mutually regulating the New Year 
by a recollection of the Old, and at the fame time 
making the fucceeding a critique on the laft. 


Moft of the faults in the general conduct of mankind, 
and their frequent mifcarriages in their moft favourite en- 
terprizes, will be found, upon examination, to refult from 
an imperfect and partial view of what relates to their 
duty or undertakings. Some regulate their adtions by 
blind guefs, and rafhly prefuming on the future, without 
the leaft attention to the paft. With thefe the impe- 
tuofity of the paffions gives their reafon no {cope to exert 
itfelf, but, negle€ting the premifes, they jump to a con- 
clufion. Others, who are often taken for men of deep 

reflection 
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reflection and marvellous underftanding, meditate fo 
profoundly on the paft, that they fcarce take any notice 
either of the prefent or the future. To thefe two cha- 
racters, whofe mifcondu& arifes from two fuch contrary 
fources, may indeed be added a third, whofe wild irre- 
gular behaviour is founded on no fix’d principles, but 
proceeds from a total abfence of thought and reflection. 
Thefe eafy creatures act entirely at random, neither 
troubling themfelves with what has been, what is, or 
what will be; and, as the image of ‘fanus feems to bear 
two heads, thefe thoughtlefs vacant animals may almoft 
be faid to have no head at all. 


But that the neceffity of taking this comprehenfive 
view of our affairs may appear in the ftronger light, 
let us confider the many difficulties in which men of 
any of the above characters are involved from a total 
neglect or partial furvey of matters that fhould influence 
their conduct. The firft fort of men, who nourifh great 
expectations from the future, and fuffer hope to lay their 
prudence to fleep, are very common: Indeed almoft 
every man, like the dairy-maid with her pail of milk, 
pleafes himfelf with calculating the advantages he fhall 
reap from his undertakings. There is fcarce a fervitor at 
either univerfity, who, when he takes orders, does not 
think it more than poflible he may one day be a bifhop, 
or at leaft head of a college, though perhaps at firft he 
is glad to fnap atacuracy. Every walking attendant on 
eur hofpitals flatters himfelf that a few years will fettle 
him in high praétice and a chariot : and among thofe few 
gentlemen of the inns of court, who really deferve the 
name of ftudents, there is hardly one who fits down to 
Lord Coke without imagining that he may himfelf, fome 
time or other, be Lord Chancellor, At this early period 
of 
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ef life thefe vain hopes may perhaps ferve as fpurs to dili+ 
gence and virtue ; but what fhall we fay to thofe people, 
who in fpite of experience and repeated’ difappointments, 
ftill place their chief dependance on groundlefs expecta- 
tions from their future fortune? This’Town fwarms with 
people who rely almoft folely on contingencies: and our 
goals are often filled with wretches who brought on their 
own poverty and misfortunes, by promifing themfelves 
great profit from fome darling {cheme, which has at laft 
been attended with bankruptcy. The prefent extra- 
vagance of: many of our {pend-thrifts is built on fome 
ideal riches of which they ‘are foon to be in pof- 
{effion ; and. which they are ‘laying out as freely, as the 
girl in the farce {quanders the ten thoufand pounds fhe 
was to getjin the lottery. I am mayfelf, acquainted with 
a young fellow who had great. expectations from an old 
uncle. He had ten thoufand pounds of his own in 
ready money; and as the old gentleman wasa good deal 
turned of fixty, the nephew very confiderately computed, 
that his uncle could hardly laft above five years, during 
which time he might goon very genteely at the rate of 
2000/1. per aun. However the old gentleman held toge- 
ther above feven years, the two laft of which our young, 
ipark had no confolation but the daily hopes of his uncle’s 
death. The happy hour at length arrived ; the will was 
tore open with rapture; when, alas! the fond youth 
difcovered, that he had never once reflected, that though 
he had a ticket in the wheel, it might poffibly come up, 
a blank, and had the mortification to find himfelf difin- 
herited. 


I thall not dwell fo particularly on the ridiculous folly 
of thofe profound fpeculatifts, who fix their attention en- 
tirely on what is paft, without making their reflections 


ef fervice either for the prefent or the future, becaufe it 


is not a very common or tempting {pecies of abfurdity: 
but 
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but fhall rather advife the reader to confider the time 
paft, as the fchool of experience, from which he may 
draw the moft ufeful leffons for his future condué&. This 
kind of retrofpect would teach us to provide with fore- 
fight againft the calamities to. which our inexperience-has 
hitherto expofed us, though at the fame time it would. not 
throw us fo far back, as to keep us lagging, like. the 
Old Stile, behind the reft of the world. To fay the 
truth, thofe fage perfons who are given to fuch deep re- 
flection, as to let to-day and to-morrow pafs unregarded 
by meditating on yefterday, are as ridiculous in their con- 
duct, as country beaux in their drefs, who adopt the 


town modes, juft after they are become unfafhionable in 
London. 


But there is no tafk fo difficult as to infufe ideas into 
a brain hitherto entirely unaccuftomed to thinking: for 
how can we warn a man to avoid the misfortunes which 
may hereafter befal him, or to improve by the calamities 
he has already fuffered, whofe actions are not the refult 
of thought, or guided by experience ? Thefe perfons 
are, indeed, of all others, the moft to be pitied. They 
are prodigal and abandoned in their conduct, and by vi- 
cious exceffes ruin their conftitution, till at length poverty 
and death ftare them in the face together ; or if, unfortu- 
nately, their crazy frame holds tegether after the utter 
deftruction of their fortune, they finifh a thoughtlefs life 
by an act of defperation, and a piftol puts an end to 
their miferies. 


Since then good fortune cannot be expected to fall into 
our laps, and it requires fome thought to enfure to our- 
felves a likelihood of fuccefs in our undertakings, let us look 
back with attention on the old year, and gather inftruc- 
tions from it in what manner to conduct ourfelves through 

Vox. Il. Rrer the 
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the New. Let us alfo endeavour to draw from it a leffon 
of morality: and I hope it will not be thought too folemn 
a conclufion of this paper, if I advife my readers to carry 
this reflection even into religion. This train of thought, 
that teaches us at once to refle& on the paft, and look 
forward to the future, will alfo naturally lead us to look 
up with awe and admiration towards that Being who 
has exifted from all eternity, and fhall exift world with- 
out end. No idea can give us a more exalted idea of 
the Power who firft created us, and whofe providence 
is always over us. Let us then confider with attention 
this pagan image, by which we may add force to our 
morality, and prudence to our ordinary conduct; nor 
let us blufh to receive a leffon from Heathens, which 
may animate our zeal and reverence for the Author of 


Chriftianity. 


O 


G.K. is defired to fend to the Publifher’s, where a Letter 
is left for him. 


Printed for R. BALDWIN, atthe Ro in Pater-nofter Row; where 
may be had the Firft Volume, or any odd Numbers. 

















